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I was still young and unmarried when Michael Alpers
came into Waisa village in 1962 to live there and do
research on kuru, which was taking the lives of the
people at an alarming rate. I was among the young
girls who cleaned up the land to build his house at
Yagoenti. My late husband Mr Mabage was a single
young man when Michael employed him. He helped
in the house and whenever Michael wanted to go out
on ﬁeld patrol he went with him. He was a very handy
man in doing ﬁeldwork. He was also asked to go
independently to check on kuru patients and report
back whenever the symptoms of kuru had changed in
the patients.
When the medical scientists ran out of food they
survived on local vegetables provided by staff members
andvillagepeople.Itwasnotaneasyjobintheearlydaysof
kururesearch,whenthepeopleineveryvillagetheyvisited
weresooftenmourningthedead.Thestaffwerekeptbusy
all the time collecting samples and helping the relatives
in the funerals of patients. When the research ofﬁcers
left the country my late husband was retrenched and we
lived a happy life in Waisa until he died of kuru in 1980.
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